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From Pastor Deb 

Seven	months,	sixteen	days,	and	approximately	4ive	hours	as	of	
October	31st.		That’s	how	long	it’s	been	since	we	4irst	got	word	to	
close	our	doors,	because	of	the	pandemic.		Ten	months…	that’s	
how	long	it’s	been	for	me,	and	I’m	guessing	for	many	of	you,	since	
we’ve	been	able	to	spend	time	with	our	family	or	grandchildren,	or	
even	socialize	at	home.		As	we	approach	Thanksgiving,	this	month,	
it	would	seem	that	there	is	very	little	for	us	to	be	thankful	for.	
Yet,	I	have	some	other	numbers;	nine	years	and	two	months…	
that’s	how	long	I’ve	been	a	pastor	at	my	4irst	call,	St.	Stephen.		How	
about	this	one;	4ive	months	and	four	days…	that’s	how	long	I’ve	

of4icially	been	pastor	at	St.	Paul’s.		I	am	certainly	grateful	for	each	of	those	days	and	
for	all	of	you,	who’ve	become	family	for	Ed	and	I.	

Here’s	a	few	more	numbers…	4ive	weeks	since	St.	Stephen	started	worshipping	
in	church.		It’s	been	four	weeks	for	St.	Paul’s	worshipping	in	church.		Here’s	another	
number:	one	week!		We	started	celebrating	Holy	Communion	in	church	one	week	
ago,	on	Reformation	Sunday.		It	was	wonderful	to	be	back	at	the	altar	once	more!	

Then	there	are	those	events	too	numerous	to	count…	like	the	number	of	times	
our	children	have	called	or	Face-Timed	us	(video	chat).		Perhaps	you’re	thinking	of	
some	numbers	of	your	own.		The	times	your	family	members	have	reached	out,	
brought	groceries,	sent	a	card,	called,	or	even	drove	by,	honking	their	horns	in	a	
celebratory	procession.				

It’s	dif4icult	to	compare	this	year	with	those	of	the	past,	yet	there	are	many	
things	we	can	still	be	grateful	for.		The	life,	the	love,	and	the	grace	that	God	gives	us…	
each	day,	we	open	our	eyes	to	discover	something	new…	each	person	we	care	about,	
and	those	who	care	about	us…	our	congregation	families,	and	other	friends,	who’ve	
reached	out	to	us	in	one	way	or	another.		

Of	course,	there	are	also	our	memories…	of	loved	ones	and	celebrations	from	
the	past…	of	the	funny	stories,	that	may	not	have	been	so	funny	at	the	time…	of	the	
times	and	traditions	that	we’ve	cherished	and	passed	on	to	others	in	our	family	and	
in	our	church.			

Finally,	we	can	be	thankful	for	the	generations	to	come…	offering	our	prayers	
for	God	to	grant	us,	and	all	who	come	after	us,	the	wisdom,	courage,	strength,	love,	
and	grace	to	carry	on,	and	perhaps	even	to	help	shape	a	future	that	is	always	
somewhat	unknown,	and	yet	it	is	also	one	for	which	we	are	hopeful	in	and	grateful	
for	just	the	same.		God	be	with	you	this	Thanksgiving	and	always.	Amen.			Pastor	Deb	 



Finance – Peter Dunham 

The monthly Finance Team monthly review of the Church’s finances show current Year-to-
Date expenses exceed income by about $1,200 YTD (an improvement of about $800 over 
last month). Given that we have reserves in investment income not taken this year and our 
PPP loan/grant, the Church continues to be in a good place financially. 
The quarterly investment report as reviewed by Council at their 10/19 meeting shows all of 
the funds gaining about 5.5% for the year so far and all more than 7% over their Historical 
Dollar Value references. 
Continued uncertainty due to the Federal Government actions and coming election indicate 
the likelihood of continued market volatility. 
The draft 2021 Expense budget with previous budgets was sent out with the annual 
stewardship letter and pledge card. The initial expense numbers indicate that significant 
new income will be needed in 2021 to balance the budget. St. Paul’s members are urged to 
make their pledges for 2021by November 1, 2020. 
Plans are being made for a budget discussion and vote to be held on December 6, 2020. 
As always, the Finance Team would welcome new members, so if you are interested, please 
contact me or 
Pat Newton. 

   CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    

Confirmation Class managed to finish out the year last spring via Zoom meetings. 
Although we couldn't get together in person, we did "see" each other every 
Saturday throughout the rest of the school year, and even into June. Being able 
to meet virtually allowed Pastor Deb to join us. And we had a special addition to 
the class when Zach Winans from St. Stephen was able to join us! Emma Bonk 
completed the two year course, and was supposed to have been confirmed on 
May 31st. As we all know, the world had other plans for us. 

So, we would like to congratulate Emma Bonk for her Confirmation on October 
24th this fall, which happened to be Reformation Sunday! Although the service 
was modified for COVID safety, it was a special day for her, we hope.  

As we moved into the new school year, with many of the kids now being used to 
virtual learning, we opted to continue Confirmation Class in this way as well. 
We've modified our meetings, however. We continue to meet on Saturdays via 
Zoom, but have opted to try for every other weekend, with slightly longer classes. 
We welcomed 2 new students this year, Emma Newton and Rosalie Kraynak. Our 
4 continuing students will hopefully help the newer students as we grow and 
learn about the Bible, Martin Luther, and the messages brought to us through the 
Holy Spirit. 

Sandy McGillis and Pastor Deb 



Music and Worship 

Peace and love to you.  I hope this finds you well.  Peter and I con7nue our virtual worship.  

Thanksgiving will be different this year for many of us, but we will be crea7ve and do what 
works best for each of us, knowing God is with us wherever we are and whatever we do.  We all 
have much to be thankful for.  We have had a beau7ful, very colorful autumn, warm days, 
church has reopened and we can worship together, for those who are comfortable with it. 

The first Sunday in Advent is November 29th.  We will have our Christmas tree, although a liHle 
different this year.  We will have families light the Advent wreath with a reading as in years past.  
Services will con7nue with no singing.  Hopefully Covid will be brought under control, rather 
than con7nue to spread, before too long and we will be able to begin a return to what we know 
as normal. 

Christmas Eve will be different too.  There will be a service although with no singing.  We are 
working on that now.  We will have a virtual service where we will be able to sing carols as Mary 
plays them. 

May you have a blessed, peaceful Thanksgiving. 

MENS GROUP 

The Men of St. Paul’s consist of men committed to the mission of St. Paul’s, reaching 
beyond racial or denominational barriers, pursuing vital relationships with other men. 
Membership is open to all men of St. Paul’s at least 16 years old or confirmed. 
 Our next meeting will be on Saturday November 7, 2020 at 8:00 am with breakfast. 



OUTREACH COMMITTEE – Rita Newton 

IT’S GOOD TO MEET IN PERSON AGAIN  If you have been with us worshipping together at the church building or watching 
this service online, you will notice the changes we are experiencing and each week as we enter into this new way of doing 
things to keep everyone safe.  I was excited this past Sunday to be present for Emma Bonk’s confirmation.  And we were able 
to share in Holy Communion together for the first time together since mid March, even if it was while we stayed in our own pew 
while doing so. And, as all our members are not able to join us in person, we are happy to offer online worship in different ways 
and also Pastor’s Wednesday online Prayer session. Please continue to share our services on your personal facebook page 
and social media.  We are able to spread the “good news” of the gospel in so many ways. 

NOVEMBER – GIVE THANKS! Are you finding things daily to be thankful to God for amongst this pandemic?  I want to 
encourage you to take the time to journal or list one thing each day in November that you are thankful for.  30 days of 30 things 
you are thankful for.  It may seem small, but when you get to the last day in November, you will have a long list and perhaps, it 
may be something you want to keep for the future (kids and grandkids and loved ones love reading these in years to come).  
Looking back at your list in better times will remind you of how blessed we all are even in tough times. A prayer of thankfulness 
each day for your entry during this November month of thanks would certainly be appropriate!  God blessings are always 
bountiful, no matter how big or small.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

DRIVE THRU SAUERBRATEN DINNER: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 FROM 3-6 PM - A traditional Sauerbraten Dinner, but 
this year it will be take out only with no indoor dining available.  We hope everyone will support St. Paul’s and come and get 
your take out Sauerbraten dinner.  Pay at the door with your cash, check, or credit card or pre-order online. See the flyer in this 
issue of the SteepleLight for details and ordering information. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE COORDINATOR I will be stepping down from leading the Outreach Committee in a couple of 
months, but certainly want to help with and be a part of activities at St. Paul’s.  If you or anyone you know has an interest in 
stepping up into working with this Outreach Committee, please contact myself or Donna Carey or any other member of Church 
Council.   

REACH OUT!! And as always, please reach out to our members who are homebound or not able to be at church.  Are you 
looking around to see who is missing?? Everyone needs to feel the togetherness of this church community even if they not 
able to attend church.  And for those who are homebound/shut-in and reading this, please feel to reach out to your St. Paul’s 
family at any time (any of us) if even just to chit chat and catch up on whatever heals your heart! 



 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
 

SAUERBRATEN 
DINNER  

DRIVE THRU  
TAKE OUT ONLY 
3:00 -6:00 pm 

Preorder accepted online at www.stpaulsliverpool.org. 
Click the Donation link, select the appropriate fundraiser, 
then add a note with the number of adult and kid tickets. 

Or 
Purchase at the door (while supplies last) 

  

 
 

At St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church  
210 Hazel Street 

Liverpool, NY 
457-3210 

 

 

Menu: Sauerbraten 
and gravy over 

noodles, red 
cabbage, green 

beans, 
applesauce, bread 

and butter and 
dessert 

 

$13 Adult portion  
$7 for Child 

portion 

 

Drive Thru 
Take Out Only 
Sorry, No Dine-

in Available 
 

 

 

 

  



Faith Lutheran Church – Fall Gi7 Card Raffle 

How would you like the chance to win over $250+ in Miscellaneous Gi7 Cards or 

 a $100.00 Visa Gi7 Card right before the holidays? 

Tickets are $5.00 each.  🎟  
Drawing:  Sunday, November 22nd a7er 10:00 a.m. church service. 

If you would like to purchase a 7cket(s) for our Fall GiP Card Raffle, please contact 

 Lauri Hoover at (315) 430-8157 or llhoover23@aol.com or flchurch31@gmail.com for your 
7ckets.

 

mailto:llhoover23@aol.com
mailto:flchurch31@gmail.com


As 



As, this teacher learned, some of the most moving lessons are taught 
by students. 
When Mrs. Klein told her first graders to draw a picture of something for 
which they were thankful, she thought how little these children, who 
lived in a deteriorating neighborhood, actually had to be thankful for. 
She knew that most of the class would draw pictures of turkeys or of 
bountifully laden Thanksgiving tables. That was what they believed was 
expected of them.
What took Mrs. Klein aback was Douglas’s picture. Douglas was so 
forlorn and likely to be found close in her shadow as they went outside 
for recess. Douglas’s drawing was simply this:
A hand, obviously, but whose hand? The class was captivated by his 
image. “I think it must be the hand of God that brings us food,” said one 
student.
“A farmer,” said another, “because they grow the turkeys.”
“It looks more like a policeman, and they protect us.” “I think,” said 
Lavinia, who was always so serious, “that it is supposed to be all the 
hands that help us, but Douglas could only draw one of them.”
Mrs. Klein had almost forgotten Douglas in her pleasure at finding the 
class so responsive. When she had the others at work on another 
project, she bent over his desk and asked whose hand it was.
Douglas mumbled, “It’s yours, Teacher.”
Then Mrs. Klein recalled that she had taken Douglas by the hand from 
time to time; she often did that with the children. But that it should have 
meant so much to Douglas …
Perhaps, she reflected, this was her Thanksgiving, and everybody’s 
Thanksgiving—not the material things given unto us, but the small 
ways that we give something to others. 



Here is some basic information on how to use Zoom. 

 



SPECIAL CARE   ALWAYS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Peg Bandy 
107 Marybelle Road 
Tully, NY  13159 

Lorelei Cartner 
7622 Homestead Drive 
Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

Ken Hurst 
1100 Tulip St.  
Liverpool, NY  13088 

Marge Kriese 
Central Park Rehabilitation 
Rm #205B 
Martin Luther King E. 
Syracuse, NY  13205 

Esther Norton 
Loretto Fahey 
700 E. Brighton Ave 
Rm# 1312 
Syracuse, NY, 13205 

Christine Smith 
704 Wadsworth Street 
Syracuse, NY 13208 

Patricia Sobotka 
103 Daniel Drive 
Liverpool, NY 13088 

Sherry Pratt 
124 Sargent Lane 
Liverpool, NY 13088 

November Birthdays 
Happy birthday to you! 

 

11/4 Joyce Olson 
11/4 Patricia Sabotka 

11/6 Aleah Adamo 
11/7 Emma Bonk 

11/7 Jaccquelyn Chapin 
11/8 Dean Newton 

11/8 Alexander Lewis 
11/9 Mae Schuelke 

11/14 William Shibley 
11/15 Jessica Myers 

11/23 Kris7 Fazio 
11/23 Paul Altenburg 

11/25 Joseph Morawski 
11/26 Stacey Jantsch 

11/27 Dylan Piron 
11/27 Linda Mahaccio 
11/27 Douglas Hillpot 

11/30 Katherine Kraushaar 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church                                              Sunday Worship Service                                                        

                   210 Hazel Street                                                                                Sunday Church School: 9:30am (Sept-May) 
               Liverpool, NY 13088                                                                               Nursery Care:10:00am  
                      315.457.3210                                                                                       Worship Service: 11:00am                                                                                                 
    Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m, Monday-Thursday                                                
 To submit news for Steeple Light: Email: stpaulslivoffice@gmail.com                               Email: :stpaulslivsteeplelight@gmail.com 
                                                                 
                                                                              Website:www.stpaulsliverpool.org          
    
                                                                               Congregation Leaders 
Transitional Pastor: Pastor Debora Stein Finance Committee: Peter Dunham (Ch) 
Church Secretary:   John Keating Christian Education: Linda Mattiaccio (Ch) 
Choirmaster/Organist: Mary Lohr  SCS Superintendent: Linda Mattiaccio (Ch) 
Custodian: John Keating Communications:  Cheryl Aupperle (Ch) 
Our Missionaries: Dr. Stephen & Becky Thorson Music & Worship: Enid Cardinal (Ch) 

  Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. William F. Seibert Outreach: Rita Newton (Ch) 
 The Rev. Diane E. Wheatley Property:                     Steve Nickels/ Dean Newton( CoCh) 
Congregational Deacons: Renee James, Sandy McGillis Social Ministry:  
Council Members at Large: Peter Dunham, Carol Plumpton,  Mutual Ministry: Margit Backus (Ch) 
 Sue Collins Stewardship” Carol Plumpton (Ch) 
President:  Donna Carey            Fellowship: Beth Stevener (Ch) 

  Vice President:  Philip Backus Men of St. Paul’s                      Dennis Schuelke  
  Treasurer:                                Patrick Newton Women of the ELCA:                  Lois Ayer, Rita Kubert   
  Secretary:                              Maureen Wallen Nominations: Joyce Olson, Robin Hillpot, 
  Council Recorder John Keating   Cathy Rosenbarker 
  Financial Secretary:                     Sue Collins

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church       
210 Hazel Street 
Liverpool, NY  13088-5188 
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