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PRELUDE			 	 	 	 Amazing	Grace	
WELCOME	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	 	

Hello,		I’m	Pastor	Deb	Stein.		Welcome	to	online	worship		
on	behalf	of	St.	Stephen	Lutheran	Church	in	Syracuse,	NY.			
and	St.	Paul’s	Lutheran	Church	in	Liverpool,	NY.	
I	invite	everyone	to	participate	fully	in	worship,		
as	the	words	of	hymns	and	prayers	are	posted,	calling	for	your	voice.			
I	urge	you	to	stay	with	us	to	the	end	of	this	video		
to	hear	all	of	the	announcements,	including	those	posted	in	the	credits.		
During	our	worship	each	week,	we	pray	for	God’s	blessing,		
so	that	we	may	bear	some	measure	of	blessing	to	others	in	the	coming	days.	

INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	DAY	 	 	 	 	 	
Matthew	narrates	one	of	Jesus’	controversial	parables	in	which	Jesus	says	that	
the	reign	of	God	is	like	that	of	a	landowner	who	pays	his	workers	the	same	
wage	no	matter	what	time	of	day	they	began	to	work.	When	God	changes	
God’s	mind	about	punishing	Nineveh	for	their	evil	ways,	Jonah	is	angry.	Yet	
God	is	gracious	and	merciful,	abounding	in	steadfast	love.	In	baptism	we	re-
ceive	the	grace	of	God	that	is	freely	given	to	all.	As	Martin	Luther	wrote,	in	the	
presence	of	God’s	mercy	we	are	all	beggars.	

GATHERING	–	The	Holy	Spirit	calls	us	together	as	the	people	of	God.	

CONFESSION	
Blessed	be	the	holy	Trinity,	☩	one	God,	whose	steadfast	love	is	everlasting,	
whose	faithfulness	endures	from	generation	to	generation.		Amen.	
Trusting	in	the	mercy	of	God,	let	us	confess	our	sin.	

− Silence	is	kept	for	re9lection.	
Faithful	God,	
have	mercy	on	us.	
We	confess	that	we	are	captive	to	sin	and	cannot	free	ourselves.	
We	turn	from	your	loving	embrace	and	go	our	own	ways.	
We	pass	judgment	on	one	another	before	examining	ourselves.	
We	place	our	own	needs	before	those	of	our	neighbors.	
We	keep	your	gift	of	salvation	to	ourselves.	
Make	us	humble,	cast	away	our	transgressions,		
and	turn	us	again	to	life	in	you	
through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord.	Amen.	

ASSURANCE	OF	PARDON	
God	hears	the	cries	of	all	who	call	out	in	need,	
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and	through	his	death	and	resurrection,	
Christ	has	made	us	his	own.	
Hear	the	truth	that	God	proclaims:	
Your	sins	are	forgiven	in	the	name	of	☩	Jesus	Christ.	
Led	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	live	in	freedom	and	newness	
to	do	God’s	work	in	the	world.		Amen.	

GATHERING	HYMN:		 	 GIVE	ME	JESUS		 	 	
GREETING			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	
The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	
and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	
And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ENID	
Almighty	and	eternal	God,	you	show	perpetual	lovingkindness	to	us	your	ser-
vants.	Because	we	cannot	rely	on	our	own	abilities,	grant	us	your	merciful	judg-
ment,	and	train	us	to	embody	the	generosity	of	your	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	
and	Lord.		Amen.	

WORD	-	God	speaks	to	us	in	scripture	reading,	preaching,	and	song.	

READING:	 	 	 	 (Jonah	3:10-	4:11)		 	 ENID	
A	reading	from	Jonah:	

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them; and he did not do it.
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious 
God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to re-
lent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then 
Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for him-
self there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city.
  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
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  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”
The	word	of	the	Lord.	 	 	
Thanks	be	to	God.	

Psalm	 		 	 	(145:	1-8)	 	 	 	 ENID	

A	reading	from	Psalm	145	

1I will exalt you, my God and king,
  and bless your name forever and ever.
 2Every day will I bless you
  and praise your name forever and ever.
 3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!
  There is no end to your greatness.
 4One generation shall praise your works to another
  and shall declare your power. 
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
  and all your marvelous works.
 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
  and I will recount your greatness.
 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
 8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.		
The	word	of	the	Lord.	 	 	
Thanks	be	to	God.	

GOSPEL	ACCLAMATION		Love	Divine	vs.	1	 	
GOSPEL	 	 	 (Matthew	20:1-16)	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	

The	Holy	Gospel	according	to	20th	chapter	of	Matthew	
[Jesus	said	to	the	disciples:]	1“The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	a	landowner	who	went	
out	early	in	the	morning	to	hire	laborers	for	his	vineyard.	2After	agreeing	with	the	
laborers	for	the	usual	daily	wage,	he	sent	them	into	his	vineyard.	3When	he	went	out	
about	nine	o’clock,	he	saw	others	standing	idle	in	the	marketplace;	4and	he	said	to	
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them,	‘You	also	go	into	the	vineyard,	and	I	will	pay	you	whatever	is	right.’	So	they	
went.	5When	he	went	out	again	about	noon	and	about	three	o’clock,	he	did	the	same.	
6And	about	_ive	o’clock	he	went	out	and	found	others	standing	around;	and	he	said	
to	them,	‘Why	are	you	standing	here	idle	all	day?’	7They	said	to	him,	‘Because	no	one	
has	hired	us.’	He	said	to	them,	‘You	also	go	into	the	vineyard.’	8When	evening	came,	
the	owner	of	the	vineyard	said	to	his	manager,	‘Call	the	laborers	and	give	them	their	
pay,	beginning	with	the	last	and	then	going	to	the	_irst.’	9When	those	hired	about	_ive	
o’clock	came,	each	of	them	received	the	usual	daily	wage.	10Now	when	the	_irst	
came,	they	thought	they	would	receive	more;	but	each	of	them	also	received	the	
usual	daily	wage.	11And	when	they	received	it,	they	grumbled	against	the	landown-
er,	12saying,	‘These	last	worked	only	one	hour,	and	you	have	made	them	equal	to	us	
who	have	borne	the	burden	of	the	day	and	the	scorching	heat.’	13But	he	replied	to	
one	of	them,	‘Friend,	I	am	doing	you	no	wrong;	did	you	not	agree	with	me	for	the	
usual	daily	wage?	14Take	what	belongs	to	you	and	go;	I	choose	to	give	to	this	last	the	
same	as	I	give	to	you.	15Am	I	not	allowed	to	do	what	I	choose	with	what	belongs	to	
me?	Or	are	you	envious	because	I	am	generous?’	16So	the	last	will	be	_irst,	and	the	
_irst	will	be	last.”	
The	gospel	of	the	Lord.	 	 	
Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.	

SERMON		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	

HYMN	OF	THE	DAY		Amazing	Grace	vs.	1,2,5	

PRAYERS	OF	INTERCESSION		 	 	 	 	 ENID	
Drawn	together	in	the	compassion	of	God,	we	pray	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	all	
those	in	need.			
After	the	words,	“Lord,	in	your	mercy.”		You	may	respond,	“Hear	our	prayer.”	
A	brief	silence.	

Generous	God,	you	make	the	last	_irst,	and	the	_irst	last.	Where	this	gospel	challenges	
the	church,	equip	it	for	its	works	of	service.	Strengthen	those	who	suffer	for	Christ	
(especially).	Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
Sun	and	wind,	bushes	and	worms,	cattle	and	great	cities—nothing	in	creation	is	out-
side	your	concern,	mighty	God.	In	your	mercy,	tend	to	it	all.	Give	us	a	spirit	of	gen-
erosity	toward	all	you	have	made.	Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
Where	we	_ind	envy	and	create	enemies,	you	provide	enough	for	all.	Bring	peace	to	
places	of	con_lict	and	violence	(especially).	Inspire	leaders	with	creativity	and	wis-
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dom.	Bless	the	work	of	negotiators,	peacekeepers,	and	development	workers.	Lord,	
in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
Reveal	yourself	to	all	in	need	as	you	are	gracious	and	merciful,	slow	to	anger,	
abounding	in	steadfast	love,	ready	to	relent	from	punishing.	Accompany	judges	and	
lawyers,	victims	of	crime	and	those	serving	sentences.	Give	fruitful	labor	and	a	
livelihood	to	those	seeking	work.	Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
Even	beyond	our	expectations,	you	choose	to	give	generously.	Grant	life,	health,	and	
courage	to	all	who	are	in	need	(especially).	Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
We	praise	you	for	the	generations	that	have	declared	your	power	to	us.	Give	us	faith-
fulness	to	follow	them,	living	for	Christ,	until	you	call	us	to	join	them	in	the	joyful	
song	around	his	throne.	Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
hear	our	prayer.	
All	these	things	and	whatever	else	you	see	that	we	need,	we	entrust	to	your	mercy;	
through	Christ	our	Lord.	
Amen.	

THANKSGIVING	–	we	give	thanks	for	God,	who	comes	to	us	in	every	time	and	place	

	OFFERING		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ENID	
Generosity	works	in	us	to	nurture	our	faith	in	God,	and	through	us	for	the	bene_it	
of	others	as	well.		If	you’re	having	dif_iculty,	please	let	me	(Pastor	Deb)	know.		If	
you	have	a	stable	income	and	can	give	a	little	bit	more,	we	thank	you.			
Let’s	try	to	be	a	blessing	for	others,	as	Christ	has	been	a	blessing	for	us	all.	

OFFERING	SLIDE	
SPECIAL	MUSIC	“OPEN	YOUR	HEART”	

THANKSGIVING	FOR	THE	WORD	 	 	 	 	 ENID	
O	God	of	justice	and	love,	we	give	thanks	to	you	that	you	illumine	our	way	
through	life	with	the	words	of	your	Son.	Give	us	the	light	we	need,	awaken	us	
to	the	needs	of	others,	and	at	the	end	bring	all	the	world	to	your	feast;	through	
Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord,	to	whom,	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	be	
honor	and	glory	forever.		Amen.	

LORD’S	PRAYER			 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	
	 Let	us	pray,	together,	using	the	words	that	Jesus	taught	us:	

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	thy	name,	
thy	kingdom	come,	
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thy	will	be	done,	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	

Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	
and	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	

as	we	forgive	those	
who	trespass	against	us;	

and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	
but	deliver	us	from	evil.	

For	thine	is	the	kingdom,	
and	the	power,	and	the	glory,	
forever	and	ever.		

Amen.	

SENDING	-	God	blesses	us	and	sends	us	in	mission	to	the	world.	

ANNOUNCEMENTS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	

BLESSING		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	
Mothering	God,	Father,	☩	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit,	
bless	you	and	lead	you	into	the	way	of	truth	and	life.		Amen.	

PEACE		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PASTOR	DEB	
The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	 	
And	also	with	you.	 	 	

→ I	encourage	everyone	to	reach	out	to	others,	however	you	can.		Make	a	phone	
call,	share	an	email	or	text	message.		Check	in	with	each	other	as	a	sign	of	God’s	
love	and	peace.	

→

SENDING	HYMN		BLESSED	ASSURANCE	
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DISMISSAL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ENID	
Be	at	peace.	Christ	is	with	you.		 	 	
Thanks	be	to	God.	 	
	 	 	 	 	

POSTLUDE		Love	Divine	 	
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Serving	During	Worship	

Presiding	 	 Rev.	Deb	Stein	
Assisting	 	 Enid	Cardinal	
Music		 												Mary	Lohr,	Music	Director,	Organist	
Videographer	 Ed	Stein	
Producer	 	 John	Keating		

MUSIC	
PRELUDE Amazing Grace, by Trey Clegg, Morningstar publishing company. 

Give Me Jesus,Text based on a spiritual. Text and music © Tom Kendzia. Published by OCP. All rights 
reserved. Use authorized under OneLicense # A-731715 

Love Divine, Contributors: Joan J Pinkston, Public Domain 
Tune: © 2003, Beckenhorst Press, Inc.Liturgy and Text from sundaysandseasons.com.Use 
authorized under OneLicense # A-731715 

Amazing Grace,Text: CM; verses 1-4, John Newton, 1725-1807; verse 5, anon., fr. A Col-
leccon of Sacred Ballads, 1790. Music: Columbian Harmony, 1829. 
Contributors: NEW BRITAIN, Gerard Chiusano, 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.Use authorized under OneLicense # A-731715 

Open Your Heart,by Dean Pitchford and Michael Gore 
Published by   Hal Leonard ,Don  VanDusen and Jay Stone,basses 

Blessed Assurance,Text: 9 10 9 9 with refrain; Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915, alt. Music: ASSURANCE; 
Phoebe P. Knapp, 1839-1908. 
Contributors:  Phoebe Knapp, Fanny Crosby, Use authorized under OneLicense # 
A-731715 

Love Divine, Douglas Wagner, Lorenz Publishing company 

The preceding worship was hosted on behalf of the members  
from St. Stephen and St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches	

Liturgy	and	Text	from	sundaysandseasons.com.	
Copyright	©	2020	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	

The	preceding	worship	was	hosted	on	behalf	of	the	members		
from	St.	Stephen	and	St.	Paul’s	Lutheran	Churches

8

http://sundaysandseasons.com

	Gospel   (Matthew 20:1-16)   PASTOR DEB

